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ABSTRACT

Thisresearchpaperinspectstheproblem ofnoisepollutionasamajorhazardonthelife ofthe

peoplesubjectedtothe  noise.The  effectsofnoisepollutionare  relatedwiththemental,physical,

emotionalandpsychologicalwelfare ofanindividual.Mildnoisecanbeannoyingwhile
excessivenoisecandestroy aperson'shearing.Theslightestunwantedsoundcanbecomevery
annoyingifitcontinuesforany lengthoftime.ltsdetrimentalresultsfromvarioussourcesare

potentialhazards  that = mustbecheckedatsource,controlinthe  transmissionpathandjudicial
levels.The paperat handpresentsanoverviewofthetechnologicalfacetofnoisepollution,and
seekstodealwithnoisepollutionanditseffectinindia anditslegislativeaspectswith respectto
India.Excerpts frominternationalLawsarepresented for ameaningful discussion and somevital

steps taken byEuropeancountries to curb noisepollution arealso added.

Keypoints: noise pollution, sources andeffects ofnoise pollution, legal aspects

Introduction
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Vibrationstransmitted throughan elastic medium(air, water or solids), withfrequencies inthe

approximate rangeof 20to 20,000 hertz, capableofbeing detected byearsis known as sound.

ThewordnoiseisderivedfromthelLatinterm nausea. lthasbeendefinedasunwantedsound,a
potentialhazard tohealthandcommunicationdumped intothe environmentwithregard tothe

adverseeffect it mayhaveon unwillingears.

Noise isa soundthatisundesired,unexpected, unpleasantor loud.Undesiredinthatitinterferes
withsleep,rest,recreation,workor communicationthe wordnoisecomesfromtheLatinword

nauseameaningseasickness.

Section2(a)of the Air (PreventionandControlof Pollution) Act,1981includes noise inthe definition
of‘airpollutant’. Section 2(a) air pollutionmeans any solid, liquid or gaseous
substanceincludingnoisepresentintheatmospheresuchconcentrationasmay beortentto
injurioustohumanbeings orotherlivingcreaturesorplantsorproperty orenvironment.
AccordingtoEncyclopediaBritannica: Inacousticnoiseisdefinedasanyundesiredsound.?In  chambers
21st Century Dictionary  the definition of noise has undergone a change. Noise
pollutionstandscarvedoutasphraseseparatelyfromnoise. Thetwoaredefinedasunder: Noise- a
sound;a harshdisagreeable sound,orsuchsound;a din. Pollution- anexcessive or annoying

degreeofnoiseinaparticulararea, e.qg. from trafficor aero plane engines.

Pollution isawordderivedfromtheverb pollute.Section2(c)oftheEnvironment(Protection) Act,

1986 definesenvironmental pollutionto mean the presence in the environment of any

1P.S.JaiswalandNisthaJaiswaI—EnvironmentaILaw,SecondEnd.2003,p.327

’Vol.16,1968,p. 558
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environmentalpollutant.Section2(b)ofthesaidActdefinesenvironmentalpollutant  tomeans any
solid,liquidorgaseoussubstancepresentinsuchconcentrationasmay be,ortendstobe injurious to

environment.

Soundwhichisuninvitedandundesired,withoutagreeablemusicalquality canbecalledNoise.
Thusnoise canbe takenasagroupof laud,nonharmonioussoundsor vibrationsthatare unpleasant and

irritating to ear.

Environmentpollutionisassumingperilousproportionsallthroughtheglobeandindiaisnot
freefromthispoisonousdisease. Thisisthe giftof modernliving,industrializationand urbanization.

Unless timelyaction is taken wehaveaforbidand bleak futurefortheworld.

“Noise pollutionisdefinedasenvironmentalnoiseoranunwantedsoundthatisannoying,
distracting,orphysically harmful.Harmsincludehearing loss,stress,sleeplessnessetc.Noise pollution

is also known as sound pollution.”

Noise asmusic- Noise isdefined asundesirablesound. Sound, which pleasesthe listeners, is
musicandthatwhichcausespainandannoyanceisnoise.Attimes,whatismusicforsomecan benoise for

others.®

Thereisundoubtedly,legislationsconcerningnoisepollutioninindiabuttheyaresoscrawny
andtheoffencesofbreakingthelawisonly nominalsoapersongetsaway easily anddoesn’t
givesmuchimportancetonoisepollutionandit’s problems.Thus,tobringa senseof hazardsof the

alarmingrisein noisepollution , stringent andaffectivelaws should beenacted.

Theeffectsofnoisepollutionaremuchmorethanonecanreasonably thinkabouttheeffectof noise.Many

problemslikehypertension,exasperation,lossofhearing,lackofconcentrationetc. are

3PariveshNewsLetter:CentralPollutionControlBoard,December, 1996
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thehurtfuleffectsofnoiseabovethestandardsoundlevel.Noisepollutionnotonlyaffectsus  physically

andmentallybutlegally aswell.ltisviolativeofarticle21oftheConstitutionof India.

Thevarioussuggestionsgivenattheendofthepaperwilltry  toelaboratethepossiblemeasures  we
cantaketogetridoftheproblemofnoisepollutiontoagreatextentandmeasurestakenby few countries
againstnoisepollution has also been discussed to get auprightviewof thepossible ways at hand to

do awaywith theproblem.

SourcesofNoise Pollution

Sourceistheequipmentorprocessdirectlyresponsibleforsoundgeneration.Noisepollution

likeotherpollutantsis alsoaby-productofindustrialization, urbanizationsandmodern civilization.

Broadly speaking,thenoisepollutionhastwocradles,i.e.industrialandnon-industrial.
Industrialsourcesmay includenoisesfromseveralindustriesoperating incities,bigmachines

workingatavery highspeedandhighnoiseintensity.Ingeneralitiswrought,atevery stagein industryby

variousaspectslikesoldering,hammering,drilling,blowing,running machinery,
motors,sheetmetalwork, lathe machinework,operationof cranes,grinding,turning,riveting,
fabricating,forging,compressing,vacuuming,breaking,molding, steaming,boiling,cooling,

heating,venting,painting,pumping,packing,transporting  etc. =~ The upsettingqualitiesofnoise
emittedbyindustrialsitesaregenerally itsloudness, itsdistinguishingfeaturessuchastonalor
unwarycomponents,anditsintermittencyandduration. Itcreatesveryseriousoflarge-scale noise snags;

significantly affectthe workingpeople as wellas surrounding people.

The physiognomies of industrial noise vary considerably depending on specific industrial
process.Highnoiselevelsare commoninpetrochemical,steelindustries,thermalpowerstations,

cementindustries,andminesetc., duetopresenceofunsteady forceandit’sstructuralelements
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causedby movingparts,vibrationofheavyequipment’s,soundfromengines,gear,bearings,
rotatingandreciprocating machines,combustion,fans,pressurizedflow,duringshiftingofraw
materialsandendproducts,trucksanddumpersetc.Eventhe  mechanicalnoiseisthe  major  part
ofindustrialnoiseandisduetomachinery ofallkindsandoftenincreaseswiththetypeof operation and

power capacityofthe machines.

The non-industrialsourcesincludeanarray of agentscreatingnoisepollution. Ithas
transportationsourcestoagriculturalagents,householdnoisetodefense equipment.The non

industrialsources are extensive and arerelated toour dayto daylives. Road traffic noise, railway

noiseandairtraffic noisearethepartoftransportationsources.The roadtraffic isthemost
widespreadsource ofnoiseinallcountriesandthemostprevalent causeofannoyanceand
interference.ltisdirectlyproportionaltothevolumeofvehicles.Withthe increaseofpopulation

thereisanincreasenumberofvehiclesandhenceincreasingNoisepollution.Amajorrolefor
theincreaseofnoisepollutionhasbeencarriedoutbyvarioustypesofroadvehiclesespecially by

autovehicle. Themajorsourcesofnoiseinautomobilesareexhaust,intake,engineandfan,

andtiresathighspeed.Theblowing ofhornsanduseofdefectivesilencerpipesalsohavenot
beenregularizedexceptinsomespecific zones.Roadtraffic- noiseaffectsthosepersonsingreat
extentwholive adjacenttoroads.The noiseyieldofallcomponentsincreaseswithspeed.For

examplewhenalltheconditionsofa vehicle are keptsameanincreaseof10dB isobservedwith
increaseinspeedofacarfrom30mphto60mph.TheRoadtrafficnoisenotonlydependson ~ tome  of
vehiclesandalsodependsonseveralfactors,likeroadandvehicles’condition,traffic

clearance,speedofvehicletothelawsprevailinginthevariousareasregarding noise.
Measurementandanalysisofsuchnoisesourcesthereforeinevitably presentconsiderable
problems,andnumerousattemptshave  beenmadetoquantify/modelthe  noiseexposure  patterns

invariousenvironmentalsituations.Automobilesconstituteslargestgroupofcreatorsofnoise.
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Incities60-70%ofnoisemaycomefromroadtraffic. Thepeoplelivingnearroadside(highway)

aremainly exposed. Thepenetrationofvehiclenoiseintoresidentialareaisknowntooccurover
considerabledistancesfromthemajorroadroutes. Thisnoisecanbeaugmentedbynarrowstreets and
tall  buildings, which produce achasm in which traffic noise reverberates.
Furthermore,itisknown tobeafunctionofthetypeofvehicle(dieseltruck,passengercaretc.),
thetypeoftiresusedandtheroadsurfaceoverwhichthevehicleisdriven,theway inwhichthe vehicleis

driven, and thecondition of thesilenceror muffler.

RailTrafficNoiseisthenoisecreatedby therailways.ltincludesdieselexhaust,coolingfans, engine
andAirintake,  wheel-railinteraction,electric ~ tractionmotorand  electricgenerator ~ orany
miscellaneousnoisegeneratedinfreightandpassengercarsetc. The noisefromlocomotive
engines,hornsandwhistles,andswitchingandshunting operationinrailyardscanimpact neighboring
communitiesandrailroadworkers.Othersporadicnoiseincludescarimpactsounds whentrainsare
brakingandaccelerating andthesoundsofsirensorhorns. Thesteamengines usedby
Railwaysproducealotofnoise. Introductionoffasttrainsonvariousroutesofrailways andarealsoadding
tothenoisepollution. Thenoisegeneratedincommunitieshavinglonghaul  orrapid transitvehicles
(likeMetros)in their environment will depend primarilyon track observerdistance,frequency
andtrainlengthandconditionoftrack. Therapidtransittrainsare

short,sothattheirnoisedurationtimeismuchlessthanthatofgoodstrains.Rapidtransit vehicles
produce lower level of noise than compare to lengthy  trains.
Theimpactofthenoisepollutionby trainshasbeenreportedtothemaximuminthoseareas
whererailwaystrackpassthrough  residentialareas.Italsoaffectsthe ~ workers inthe railways.

Sincewhenobserved,railcarretarderscanproduceahighregularity,high levelscreechthatcan
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reachpeaklevelsofl120dBatadistanceof100feet,whichtransformstolevelsashighas138, or 140 dBat

therailroadworker’s ear.

The thirdtransportationnoisesource isAircraftNoise. Now-a-days,the problemof lowflying
military aircrafthasaddedafreshfacettocommunityinfuriation,asthenationseekstoimprove its nap-
ofthe-earth aircraftoperationsovernationalparks,wildernessareas,andotherareas

previouslyunaffected byaircraft noise hasappealednational attention overrecentyears.

Thenoisefromcommercialaircraftisonly aproblemaroundairportsasthisiswhereaircraft
convergeatlowaltitudeandhighenginepower. Thespeedofanaircraftandnoise are directly
proportional, higherthespeed, thegreaterthenoise. Theinvention ofsupersonicaircrafts has added

morenoisefortheplight of persons who livenearaerodromes.

Increasingairtrafficwithdifferenttypesofaircraft’sandcityexpansionwillexacerbatethe
noiseproblems.Noisepollutionofanaircraftwillincreasewiththespeed.The aircraftnoise

reduction;traffic and flightpath restrictionscanalleviate them.

Theuseofaircraftsofmanytypeshasbeenengenderingvarioustypesofnoises. Theinvention of
supersonic  aircraftshasaddedmore  noiseforthe  predicamentof personswho live near
aerodromes. Takingoffandlandingofanaircraftproducesunbearablenoise. ltmay sometimes
breakwindowpanes,crackplasterandshakebuildings.By theseeffectsofnoiseonecanvery

certainlyandcompletelyunderstandthatwhatwouldbetheeffectsofsuchnoiseonhuman body.

The othernonindustrialsourceslikedefenseequipment’ssourceshavethe shootingpractices, wars,
bomb explosion in its ambit.Artillery, tanks, launchingof rockets,explosionsexercisingofmilitary
airplanesandshootingpracticesaddtotheatmospherealotofNoise.Screamsofjet engines

andsonicboomshaveadeafeningimpact on earsand inextreme cases havebeen known

“UdgamVigyati” - The Origin of Knowledge Page 7



Volume 4, (2016), June “ISSN 2455-2488"

toshatterthewindowpanesandolddilapidatedbuildings.Innormalday -to—day activities, various
home appliancesin our residencesproduce noise. Some of the majorsourcesareExhaust
Fans,lawnmovers,mixers,grinders,fan,Cooling&HeatingSystem,T.V& MusicSystem,
motorsusedforpumpingetc.Apartmentresidentsareoftenannoyedby noiseintheirhomes, especially
whenthebuildingisnotwelldesignedandconstructed.Somenoisesareexteriorthat
comesfromemergencyvehicles,traffic,refusecollection,andothercitynoisescanbeaproblem
forurbanresidents,especially whenwindowsareopenorinsufficiently glazed.Externalnoises
alsoinclude community noise.ltisone of themajorsourcesforaffecting a large number of
peoplelivingwithinthecommunity.ltoccursduetovariousactivitiesofcommunity during
religiousfestivals,fairs,marriages,orpublicfunctions.Inindia,oneofthevery commonman
madesourceofnoisepollutionhasbeenthefrequentuseofloudspeaker.Forevery occasion, religious,or
non-religious,public or private,presence ofamplifiershasbeena must,asifithas
beenoneoftheparaphernalia. Themostshockingexampleoftheuseof loudspeakeristheone
madeforreligiouspurposes.Duetothefearofunpleasantneighborhoodassociationsmost
peoplearereluctanttolodgeacomplaintandacceptasapartoflifetobearthepollutionof Noise.The use of
amplifiersprovidesone of mostfrequentsourcesof disturbances.Mostof the
problems,whichoccurinpublic,originate fromthese mainsources:Amplifiedsoundi.e.loud speakers,
publicgatherings and festivals; Indecencybehavior ofpeople; Rash drivingwith
variouskindsofhorns/musicwithunnecessary useinvehicles.Radiosandmicrophonescan

causenoisepollutioniftheyareswitchedonwithhighvolumes.RecentdayinterestinWestern
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musicanddance byyoungsterswithhighvolumecausesnoisepollution.Othersourcesarerock concerts,

barkingdogs, constructionequipment’s.

When turned from urban to rural areas theuseof tractors, tube wells, farm machines for
agriculture, thrashers, harvesters, powered tillers etc., have all made agriculture highly
mechanicalbutatthesametimehighlynoisy.Noiselevel90dBto98dBduetoseriatim running
offarmmachineshasbeenrecordedinthe StateofPunjab.Noiseisevenunavoidable whenthere
isconstructionof ruralarea intourbanor asterile land to cultivateone.During demolitionofold
sitesandconstructionofnewbuildingshugemachineswhichproducealotof

noisearebeingcommissionedandithasbecomeacommonsceneinevery bigcitywhere
constructionworkisinprogress. Thenoisefromtheconstructionofhighways,city streets,and buildings
isamajor contributor to the urban scene.Construction noisesources includepneumatic hammers,
aircompressors, bulldozers, loaders,dumptrucks(andtheirback-up signals),and
pavementbreakers.Huge machinesusedinconstructionworkproduce alotof noise.Alotof
noisehasbeencreatedduring theconstructionofrepairworkofroadsincities. Thisnoiseis hazardous to a

commonman.

Noiseas anEnvironmental Probleminlindia

Noise hassurfacedasone of themajor pollutantsof environmentintherecentyears.In reality,it
callsforsomelegislationforitscontrol,liketheAirPollution  actandWater ~ Pollution  Actbutno
legislationfor  ithasyetbeenenactedwilly-nillyof  thefact,the  problemof  noiseis,innoway,
lessdelicatethantheproblemofairandwaterpollution.Certainly,thereare somecentraland

stateenactmentswhichdirectlyorindirectlyrecounttotheproblemofnoise;however,thereis
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noparticularlegislationinindia asinsomeother countriestomeetthegrowingencountersof noise

pollution on national level.

Asperthelegalbelvedere,pollutionis“wrongfulcontaminationoftheair, waterorsoilcausing injury
totherightofanindividual”.Inthiscontext,noisemay betreatedasapollutantthat
contaminatestheenvironment,affecting humanhealth,their activitiesandmentalabilities. The
actofdumpingunwantedsoundintotheenvironmentwithoutheeding toitsadverse effectson
humanoranimalkindis recognizedasNoisepollution.Itisaby-productoftheconcentrateduse

ofpowerorenergy.Sinceitimpactsthesocialandpersonallibertiesofanindividual,itshould
berecognized ascognizable offence”

Noiseof drum(dhol),tambourine(dhapli),bugle(bigul) andconch(shankh)hasbeeninthe
foundationofourIndianCulture. Almostallthe religiousceremoniesorfestivalsinindiaare
performedwithnoise.Butduetotherapidgrowthofurbanizationandindustrialization,noise
hasbecomeagravechallengetothequality oflife ofthe peopleinmostoftheindustrialized
countries.Noisehasnowbecomeapermanentfeature inthenormallifeofthepeople.Thenoise
carriesitsconfrontationaleffectsonhumanhealth,animalsandevenbirdsbyway ofcausing
varioushealthhazards. Thusnoiseisperchedtochallengetohumansurvival. Therelatively new
problemof noisepollutionhasemergedinrecentyears inIndiawhichisanoutcomeof
indiscriminateuseofloudspeakers. Itsarbitrary usefromreligiousplacesandinperformanceof
religiousceremoniesandspeechessometimesmakesitsodifficultforthepeopletoenjoy  their  basic

freedoms with all human dignity.

*YadavP.R.,andMishraS.R. in HumanEcology(DiscoveryPublishingHouse,New

Delhi),2004
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Undoubtedly,enactmentsforenvironmentalprotectionexistinindia,butthesolemnityofthe
problemofnoisepollutionhasnotyetbeenrealizedbytheGovernment.However,noisehas
beenincludedwithinSection2of theAirPollutionActandfurther underSection6(b)ofthe Environment
ProtectionActenabling  the  CentralGovernment  toenact therules  forthecontrol  of
noisepollution.InpursuancethereoftheGovernmentnotifiedAmbientAirQuality Standardsin respect

of noise.’

TheCentralPollutionControlBoardhasalsoapprovedNoiseStandardsfordifferentsources

of noise, which havenot yet been notified bytheGovernment.

Certainly,thesenoisestandardsmay behelpfulincontrollingtheproblemofnoisetoagreater extent;
however, to rheostat the quick growth of noise in the country and to keep the
environmentnoise-free for the people, someexplicitandstrictlegislationtounravelthe problem of

noise pollution has become an urgent need of thehour.

Existing Legal Provisions forControlling Noise
Section3ofthe BiharControloftheUse andPlay ofLoudspeakersAct,1955provides
restrictionsagainstuseandplay ofloudspeakers.Itreads:“Nopersonshalluseandplaya loudspeaker:

a) Withinsuchdistanceasmay beprescribedfromahospital,abuildinginwhichthereis

telephone exchange, or

b)Withinsuchdistanceasmaybeprescribedfromanyeducationalinstitutionestablishedunder

lawor hostel as isin theuseof students.

>“pAjrportNoiseLawLegislation.” http://www.netvista.net.htm
® cpcb.nic.in/noise_standards.php
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Section6of the Actprovidesthatthe cognizance of offence under the Actwouldbe ona
complaintmadebyorattheinstanceof,thepersonaggrieved bysuchoffenceoruponareportin

writingmadebyanypoliceofficer.’

Section268ofthelndianPenal Code®statesthat“Apersonisguiltyofpublicnuisancewhodoesany

actorisguiltyofanillegalomissionwhichcausesany commoninjury,dangeror
annoyancetothepublicortothepeopleingeneralwhodwelloroccupyproperty inthevicinity,
orwhichmustnecessarily causeinjury,obstruction,dangerorannoyancetopersonswhomay

haveoccasion to use anypublicright.”

Section290ofthelndianPenal Codesaysthat “Whereveronecommitsapublicnuisanceinany
casenototherwisepunishablebythisCodeshallbepunishedwithfinewhichmayextendtoRs

200. UnderSection 133of the CriminalProcedureCode, theMagistratehasthe power tomake

conditional order requiringthe person causingnuisanceto remove such nuisance.’

’law.bih.nic.in/listofacts/act1955
#kamboj,N.S.(1993).ControlofNoisePollution.Deep&DeepPublications,NewDelhi.pp1-19,146-151.
*www.dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in/pdf/noisef.pdf
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Effects ofNoise

Noiseisadistinctivetypeofatmosphericpollutionwhichpeopledonottakemuchearnestly but
isnolessdangerousthantheothertypesofpollutants.Noiseandsoundshouldnotbemistaken

asthesamething. Thetwotermsdifferintheir meaning.ltiswhentheeffectsofasoundare
unwelcomedorunpleasantthatitmaybetermedasnoise.Noisebydefinitionisunwantedsound.Whatispl
easanttosomeearsmightbeextremely unpleasanttoothersdependingupona
numberofpsychologicalfactors.Evensweetmusic,ifitdisturbsapersonwhoistrying to
concentrateortosleepisnoisetohim,justasthesoundofacarpenterrivetinghammerisnoiseto everyone.
In other words, any sound may be a noise if circumstances reason it to bedisturbing.Beforehaving

theideaabouttheharmfuleffectsofthenoisepollutionl,likemostof

thelndiansusedtoaskthequestionthat;why worry aboutthenoise? Timeandagainunkempt,
noisestimulatesasternimpactonhumansandonlivingorganisms.Assuggestedby theWHO
noisecanaffecthumanhealthandwell-being inanumberofways,including annoyance,sleep

disturbance, interference with communication, performance effects, and effects on social
behavior andhearing loss. Noise cancauseannoyanceand aggravation asaresultof interference,

disruptionanddistraction.

Activitydisturbanceis regardedasanimportantindicatorofthe community
impactofnoise. TheAECnationalnoisesurveyassessedtwomajortroubles,for example,tolistening
activitiesandsleep:41% ofrespondentsreportedexperiencing disturbance
tolisteningactivitiesand42%tosleep.Closely 80millionpeople,20%ofthepopulationofthe European
Union (EU), are open to noise levels high enough to cause antagonistic effects
includingdispleasureandsleepdisturbance.Another170millionlivein areaswherenoisecan
cause"seriousannoyance"duringtheday.Intermsofcostssuchasloweredproperty market
value,abatement measures, avoidance, prevention, medical care, and production losses, the

annualcostofnoisepollutionhasbeenestimatedbytheEuropeanCommissiontobeashighasE38 billion

10
(or US$34 million)’

%Booker,SusanM.(2001) “ECsaysSsshhh!”EnvironmentalHealthPerspectives,Volume109,Number5,
May2001http://ehis.niehs.nih.gov.in/docs.html
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Noiseisknownto causeannoyance,distractionanddisturbancefrominterferencesinsleepand
conversation.'!. Areviewarticleby Dutch scientistnotesthat“thereissufficientscientific
evidencethatnoiseexposurecaninducehearing impairment,hypertensionandischemicheart

disease,annoyance,sleepdisturbance,anddecreasedschoolperformance.Researchintotheeffectsofnoi

seonhumanhealthindicatesavarietyofhealtheffects.Peopleexperiencinghigh

noiselevels(especiallyaroundairportsoralongroad/railcorridors)differfromthosewithless
noiseexposureintermsof:increasednumberofheadaches, greatersusceptibilitytominor
accidents,increasedrelianceonsedativesandsleepingpills,increasedmentalhospitaladmission
rates.AreviewarticlebyDutchscientistsWillyPasschier-VermeerandWimF.Passchier, published in

the March 2000issue of EHP Supplement.”*?

notes that “there is sufficient scientific evidence that noise exposure can induce hearing
impairment, hypertension and ischemicheart disease,annoyance, sleep disturbance, and decreased
school performance.”
Associationwitharangeofpossiblephysicalconsequencesincludingcolds,highbloodpressure,
cardiovascular changes, increased general medical practice attendance, problems with
thedigestivesystemandfatiguemay alsooccurduetorelentlessexposuretonoise.Prolonged exposure
tonoiselevelsator above 80dB(A)cancause deafness.The amountof deafness depends upon

thedegreeof exposure.

Some ofthe adverse effects aresummarized below.

_JAnnoyance:Noise createsannoyancetothereceptorsoftheearduetosoundlevelfluxes.

"'0dum,E.P.,PollutionandEnvironmentalHealthinFundamentalsofEcology(W.B.
SaundersCompany,London),3rdEdition,1971,432-450
2passchier-Vermeer,W.andPasschier,W. F.inNoiseexposureandpublichealth,
EnvironmentalHealthPerspectivesSupplements,Nol.108,No.S1,March 2000,123-131
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Theaperiodicsoundduetoitsasymmetricaloccurrencescausesdispleasuretohearing and

causesannoyance and makes the person short-tempered.

1 Physiological effects: Features like sudden change in breathing amplitude, blood

pressure,heart-beatrate,pulserate,hypertension,andbloodcholesterolareaffectedand

inmanycases theseevenlead tofatalness.

11 Lossofhearing:lossofhearingmaygraduallysettledownduetolengthyexposureto
highlevelsofsound. Thisismostlyundetectedasthepersonacclimatizesthehighlevel of sound,

but has an adverseimpact on hearingfunction.

1 Humanperformance: lossoffocusandanguishfromirritationwhichmakestheworkers anxious

and less interested in work, willeventuallyaffect their performance.

71 Nervoussystem:Noisecausespain,bustlingintheears,feelingoftiredness,thereby

effectingthefunctioning of human system.

71 Insomnia:Sleepingpatterngetsdisturbedbypromptingpeopletobecomerestlessand lose

concentration and presenceof mind while carryingouttheirwork.

Effects ofNoiseonLifeandLiberties

Personallibertymeansacollectionofrights,necessaryfortheexistenceofhumanlife.In

13
ManekaGandhiv.Unionofindia’ theSupremeCourtpointedoutthatthe expression“personal

liberty”’doesnotmeanonly liberty ofthepersonsbutalsolibertyorrightsattachedtotheperson (Jus-

BTheConstitutionofindia.http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb.htm
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personam). Adivisionbenchof theDelhiHighCourtobservedinAVChardelv.Delhi
Universitythat“lifeandpersonalliberty”’includesavarietyofrights,whichthoughnotspecify inPart-
I11oftheConstitution,canbeincludedinvariousaspectsofliberty providedthey are indispensable
forthe fulldevelopment of human personality.Further inFrancis Coralie v. Union
TerritoryofDelhi,JusticesPNBhagwati,FazalAli,Murtaza,whilestressingthequalityof life and its

enjoyment within the ambit of Article 21 have rightlysaid: “the right to life

enshrinedinArticle21cannotberestrictedtomereanimalexistence. ltmeanssomethingmuch

morethanjustphysicalsurvival. Therighttolifeincludestherighttolivewithhumandignity
andallthat goes alongwith it.”
Thustheexpression“personalliberty”isnotlimitedtotheprotectionoflimbandlifebut

includeseverythingessential forthe enjoyment oflifewith all human dignity.

Animportantquestiononhowfartheviolationoflibertiesessentialforlifecausedby the
environmentalpollutionlieswithinthescopeofArticle21hasbeendiscussedbytheHigh Court
ofAndhraPradeshinT.DamodarRaov.S.O. MunicipalCorporation,Hyderabad. It
observed:“Theenjoymentoflifeanditsattainmentandfulfillmentguaranteedby Article21of
theConstitutionembracestheprotectionandsafeguarding ofnature’sgiftswithoutwhichlife
cannotbeenjoyed.There canbenoreasonwhy practiceofviolentextinguishmentoflifealone
shouldberegardedasviolativeofArticle21oftheConstitution. Theslowpoisoning by the
contaminatedatmospherecaused by environmentalpollutionandspoliationshouldalsobe regarded as

amountingtoviolation ofArticle 21 of theConstitution.

Rightstosleep,food, recreation,sereneandpeacefulliving  andconversation,etc.aresuch  basic
libertieswithoutwhichtheenjoymentoflife withallhumandignityisnotpossible.Ifthesewere

disturbedby noise,theirinfringementwouldcertainly liewithinArticle21oftheConstitution
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especially inthosecaseswherethepermitfortheuseofsuchsourcesofnoisehasbeengranted directlyby
thestateadministrationorindirectly throughitscorporatebodies. Intheseconditions
thestateshouldnotbeallowedtorunawayfromitsaccountabilityifitfailstocontrolthe

mannerofuseofsuchsourcesofnoisewhichultimately resultsintotheviolationofpersonal freedoms

besides causing aproblem of environmental pollution through noise.
Major steps taken by some of thecountries to curb problem of noise pollution

Europeanguidelines

The EuropeanUnion(EU) setupEuropeanguidelinesinrespecttonoisepollution.**.For
nighttime,itisrecommendedtonotexceedthe40dB threshold.Aninterimthresholdof55dB is set as an
upper bound, because above this limit, (sleeping) disorders are more prevalent.
However,about20%ofpeoplelivinginorproximateurbanareassufferfromsoundsatnight
thatexceedeventheinterimthreshold*andifanyoneiscaughtbreakingthenormsheisdealt ~ with ~ a

heavyhand of lawand punished.

Netherlands

Ingeneralsoundannoyanceisanindependentmatterandcannotbecoveredby law.Inthe Netherlands
thegovernmentset up laws to protect households and othernoise-sensitive buildings
likehospitalsandschoolsfromnoisepollution. Therearedifferentlawsfordifferentsound
sources;airplanes, traffic,industryandneighbors*®andthesourcesaresowellmanagedfrom

producingnoise bythe law ofthegovernment that thereis hardlyanycaseof noise pollution.

Ireland

EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyAct,1992andtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyAct,

Yhttp://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/geluidsoverlast/geluidsoverlast-in-de-wet
“http://www.noiseandhealth.org/article.asp?issn=14631741;year=2010;volume=12;issue=47;sp
age=61;epage=63;au last=Kim

*http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/geluidsoverlast


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noise_pollution
http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/geluidsoverlast/geluidsoverlast-in-de-wet
http://www.noiseandhealth.org/article.asp?issn=14631741;year=2010;volume=12;issue=47;spage=61;epage=63;au
http://www.noiseandhealth.org/article.asp?issn=14631741;year=2010;volume=12;issue=47;spage=61;epage=63;au
http://www.noiseandhealth.org/article.asp?issn=14631741;year=2010;volume=12;issue=47;spage=61;epage=63;au
http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/geluidsoverlast
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1992(Noise)Regulations1994(S.1.No.1790f1994)arethelawswhichgivesthepeopleof
Ireland a chance toslog the person who causedthe nuisance of noise tocourtandlegalrightsare

Conclusions and Recommendations

Conclusions and recommendations, suitablefor adoption inIndian condition arestated below:

1) Theprevailingenactments, which directlyor indirectlyrelate to theproblem ofnoise pollution
inindia, are scarcetocontrolitonnationallevel. Thus,there  isneedtohave  somestringentand
effectivelegislationtocontrolnoisepollutioninthecountry whichwillbebestsuitedtoIndian cultureand

socialset-up.

2)Pronouncementofnoisestandardsfromvarioussourcesatspecifictimeofthedaybythe government.

3) Identification oftheright ofthecitizens to enjoynoise-freeenvironment through some

constitutionalguarantee.

4)Affirmation of noiseas an offenceon personallibertyanddignified andhealthyliving.

5) Courtsshould beset up forthe trial ofcases ofnoise.

6)Useofloudspeakersatreligiousplaces,processions/publicgatheringandfestivalsata prescribed

level.

7) Award of compensation to affected individualsor people bynoise.

8)Fixresponsibilityonthelocalbodiesandadministrativeauthoritiesforsternvigilanceon noise sources

and trainingthem about the methodto deal with noiseoffences.

9)Appointofficialsinlocalbodiesforescalatingcheckonnoisepropagationduetosocial activities.
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10)Removalofheavy hornsfromallvehicles.Provisionforpubliccomplaintsagainstuseof
pressurehornsby governmentvehicles,administrativeauthorities,localbodies,andaffluent
people.

11) Ban industrialand noisytradeactivities in residential
areas.

A lotcanbedonetostopthegrowinghorror of noisepollutionwiththe helpofgovernmentand

alsotheNGO’swhichcangotothegroundlevelandspreadawarenessaboutthehazardsof the noise.
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